
Elementary school lesson plan

The Meishi Game

During your time in Japan, I’m sure you’ve received your fair share of business cards. Well, 
just like their adult counterparts, Japanese children too love the chance to exchange these 
little identity cards, which can really be capitalized upon to review what you have already 

taught and even to practice new structures. Get the kids to make up 6 cards. I’ve included a 
few examples below

    age

25
Hanawa

Picture that corresponds to target grammar:
e.g.  � I like oranges

age       

25   
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  � Self 
Portrait



The  activity  consists  of  the  kids  giving  their  self-introduction  in  pairs,  including  any 
additional target language, e.g. I like……, I play…… 

They then play Jan Ken,  and the winner  receives a  business from the loser.  The overall 
winner is the student with the most business cards, who is destined for a career as a salary 

man and can look forward to a future of commuting on a crowded train in rush hour Tokyo.


